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Assessing English Language Proficiency for Admissions Policy 

1. PURPOSE 
Adequate English language ability is central to a student’s chances of success in their chosen course. 
This policy sets out the English language proficiency requirements and assessment for admission to all 
JMC Academy’s vocational and undergraduate courses. 

2. SCOPE 
This policy applies to all applicants seeking entry into any program delivered by JMC Academy. 
This policy does not apply to: 

• postgraduate courses, and 

• professional and continuing education programs, and 

• other non-award short courses delivered onshore and offshore. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS  
Please refer to JMC Academy Glossary. 
 

4. POLICY 

4.1 KEY REQUIREMENTS  
To ensure students are sufficiently competent in the English language to participate effectively in their 
studies, JMC Academy will: 

• Establish English language proficiency requirements in accordance with the specifications of 
external accreditation bodies, and in accordance with the program content. 

• Ensure students applying for admission are able to demonstrate each of the English language 
skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening) at a level required for admission to the relevant 
course. 

• Recognise that students have an adequate level of English to enable them to successfully 
engage with the academic content of the course or program. 

• Provide English language proficiency support to students through support sessions with the 
Academic Support Officer at the relevant campus. 

 

4.2 DOMESTIC STUDENTS 

Domestic applicants are required to provide evidence of successful completion of an assessable 
qualification that was taken in English.  
 
An assessable qualification includes successful completion of: 

• secondary education, or 

• minimum one year full-time or part-time equivalent of tertiary education, or 

• an Australian Qualification Framework (AQF) award at Level 3 or above (eg. Certificate III, 
Diploma and Bachelor). 

 

For the list of approved secondary studies taken overseas, please refer to the Entry Requirements by 
Country document. 
 
If the applicant does not have an assessable qualification from one of the countries included in the 
Entry Requirements by Country document, JMC Academy also accepts an official document from the 
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applicant’s previous institution/s as evidence of the applicant meeting the JMC Academy’s English 
language requirements confirming: 

• The successful completion of a secondary course or at least the equivalent of one-year full-time 
study of a government-accredited course, and 

• The course was taught entirely in English. 
 
JMC Academy reserves the right to request additional evidence of English language proficiency. 
 
Prospective domestic students who have not studied at least secondary level English and are 
considered at the interview as having insufficient English language skills, must demonstrate that they 
meet the minimum English requirements prior to admission by undergoing a spoken or/and written 
internal language assessment. 
 
In the event where a prospective student does not demonstrate a minimum level of English proficiency 
after undergoing spoken or/and written internal language assessment JMC Academy will recommend 
pre-academic English course delivered by one of JMC’s pathway provider partners.  
 

4.3 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
International applicants must meet the English language requirements in one of the following ways: 
 

4.3.1 Assessable Qualification in English 
Citizenship and/or residency of a country where English is an official language, does not immediately 
mean that the English language requirements are met, and applicants must provide evidence of an 
assessable qualification. 
 
Assessable qualifications include but are not limited to: 

• successful completion of one year of full-time university study in an English-speaking country 
or where the language of instruction was English, or 

• successful completion of one year of full-time study in a tertiary education program in Australia 
where the minimum entry requirement was evidenced to be an overall IELTS band score of not 
less than 5.5 (or equivalent), or 

• successful completion of the final two years of senior high school in an English-speaking country 
or where the language of instruction was English. 

 
JMC Academy reserves the right to request additional evidence of English language proficiency. 
 
For detailed information please refer to Entry Requirements by Country document, Assessing English 
Language Proficiency of International Students Procedure and English language requirements for 
international students (undergraduate) document. 
 

4.3.2 English language test 
International students must satisfy the minimum English test levels specified in the English language 
requirements for international students (undergraduate) document and in the Assessing English 
Language Proficiency of International Students Procedure. 
 

4.3.3 Alternative Evidence: Pathway Courses 
International students may evidence successful completion of, or achieving a minimum standard in, a 
pre-academic English course delivered by one of JMC’s pathway provider partners. Refer to English 
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language requirements for international students (undergraduate) and Assessing English Language 
Proficiency of International Students Procedure for pathway providers and requirements. 
 

4.4 ALTERNATIVE EVIDENCE: OTHER 
Alternative English language tests and other evidence of English language proficiency will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis by the Director of Education, Director of International Services or delegate. This 
may include, but is not limited to: 

• Appropriate English proficiency level results from articulation partners, 

• Work experience that requires communication in English.  
 

4.5 MONITORING, REVIEW AND ASSURANCE 
The Head of Department is required to monitor the academic performance of domestic students and, 
where necessary, provide support via Academic Support Officer.   
 
The Director of International Services is required to monitor the academic performance of international 
students and, where necessary, propose changes to English proficiency requirements and support.   
 
Any proposed changes are first presented to the Director of Education and the Chief Executive Officer, 
and then formally to the Academic Board. 
 

5. COMPLAINTS and APPEALS 
Students may access the Student Complaints and Appeals Policy and its associated procedures to 
appeal against any decisions made under this policy. 
 

6. POSITIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING POLICY 
• International Inquiries and Admissions Officer 

• Director of International Services 

• Chief Executive Officer  

• Heads of Department 

• Campus Manager 

• Director of Education 
 

7. RELATED DOCUMENTS 
• Assessing English Language Proficiency of International Students Procedure 

• English language requirements for international students (undergraduate) 

• Diversity Equity and Inclusion Policy 

• Entry Requirements by Country 

• Selection of Students into Undergraduate Courses Procedure 

• Selection of Students into Undergraduate Courses Policy 

• JMC Academy Glossary 

 

8. RELATED LEGISLATION 
This Policy supports JMC Academy’s compliance with the following legislation: 

• Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) Act 2000 (Cth), 

• National Code of Practice for Registration Authorities and Providers of Education and Training 
to Overseas Students 2018 

o ESOS National Code 2018 Part B, Standard 2 
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9. POLICY REVIEW DATE 
14th May, 2022 
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